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Period:

• Sept 28 to Dec 15, 2014, 79 days

Locations: 

• Admiralty, Mong Kok, Causeway Bay

Demand: 

• Universal Suffrage in Hong Kong

Organizers: 

• Occupy Central with Love and Peace

• Hong Kong Federation of Students

• Scholarism

The Umbrella Movement



Multiple Sovereignties

• Hong Kong to provide a political 
imagination beyond the nation-state system

• City: the place where democracy takes 
place

• State-based sovereignty along with city-
based democracy

• Living communities instead of permanent 
power

• To divide sovereignty and denationalize 
democracy



Cohabitation

• Global Occupy Movement

• People living together

• We cannot choose our neighbors

• Democracy

• Community building

• Autonomous individuals 
developing intersubjectivity



Civil Disobedience 

• There is Right to Assembly

• There is no Right to Occupy

• Civil Disobedience’s Conditions: 

 Non-Violence

 Inflicting no harm on others



Political Economy of HK’s Rule of Law

The State:

• Disqualifying political dissidents from 
being lawmakers

• The NPC has jurisdiction over HK

Neoliberalism:

•Deregulation, liberalization

•Demanding laws to disseminate 
neoliberal rationality 



Obedience and Disobedience

• Democracy: people ruling ourselves

• Right to say NO to our own political body

• Right to correct the laws we write

• Law can constantly reinvent itself

• Laws are meant to be both obeyed and challenged

• The citizens wrote the law and continue to rewrite them



Hannah Arendt
“Every man is born into a community with pre-existing laws which he 
‘obeys’ first of all because there is no other way for him to enter the 
great game of the world. I may wish to change the rules of the game, 
as the revolutionary does, or to make an exception for myself, as the 
criminal does; but to deny them on principle means no mere 
‘disobedience,’ but the refusal to enter the human community” (Arendt 
1972, 193)



The Banality of Evilness
• The 1962 trail of Adolf Eichmann in Jerusalem

 Eichmann facilitated the logistics involved in the mass deportation of Jew to 
extermination camp

 He is law-abiding, but his obedience also shows the banality of evilness

• How to avoid uncritical obedience to the law while respecting the law as the 
foundation of our political community? 

• It is the duty of citizens to live in, reflect on, and challenge the laws at the 
same time


